
THE ABOVE PHOTOGHltPH IS ANOTHER IN A SERIES PRmnS~D YOU TO 
I NFOPJvI YOU ON ACTlvtTIES OF THE "RETURN TO THE ELBE TOUR"- ' -
THE PICTURE I,.JAS SENT BY FRANK FARrIER, WINCHESTER \~HO IS A 
FRIEND OF LOAR QUICKLE ••• THE PILE OF· EARTH I N BACKGROUND SHm!.s 
EXCAVATION HHERE THEY DISCOVERED THE REMAINS OF AN OLD CHunCH 
THAT HAS THERE BEFORE THE CATHEDRAL. CATHEDRAL IS NORE THAN ' 
1000 YEARS OLD ••••• SOL ROSENBLITT & LOAR ABOUT TO LAY HREATHE. 

i~BELOW IS A COpy OF AN ARTICLE THAT APPEA...l1.ED IN THE 
"SOUTHERN EVENING ECHO"" SOUTHAl'1PTON, ENGLAND 

FIGHTING 69th CAME 
to . ~merican servicemen by the 

BAC'K 'W' I'T' H citizens of Winchester in 1944, . 

. • . .... .., . , . . . . , The 69t:~~~~!n:o:: a 24-day 

'

tour from Winchester to ' the Elbe
l .. , . '. 'are to revisit some of their ola 

CAMERAS 
battle grounds ,and lay wreaths in -
the' .cemeteries where the dead of 
the division are buried, 

At Torgau, where the 69th linked
up ·w.lth the Russian 58th Quard 
Division, a ceremony is to be held 
honouring 'all the war dead of 
World War II. " 

"E h " St' ff " R Mr. Loar .L. QuickIe, president of , 
. co ' Q " eporter the 69th veterans a·ssociation, told 

THE:Fight~itg 6?t~" one of ,A.merica'.s famous , Wotl.d War me after the wreath!aying that 
II b t t d th f t All d t t I k the ' 18,000 strong di.vision , suffered 
' -com a un. s an e irS ' , Ie rQ9ps 0 In up about 40' t>er ,cent casualties dtiring 

with the Russians near Torgciu on the ElbeRiver ' in ,April, the war. . 
1945, in the closing stages of the wor, , were back ,"in . Among the party -was Col. 
W • h d Edward J. I,.eary, from Trenton, 

Inc ester.yester ay.. New jersey, who wa'S a staff officer 
H,early 100 veterans of . the and stationed at the diVisional 

89th, a \-IFlit raisect during the. the!r Wives, had 'lun~h In the city HQ' at· West Downs 'School. 
Ariler./canClvll War, were.in the ~:g:o~~te~dirh~ ~~h~~II~~~J re~c~ko: ~~n%~~t~~inJ:sh~ ~~a~~ 
olty ' to revisit places they knew taph. .. tbe .. Lambeth Walk." 
21 years ago when : the divisIon . Arriving at West Downs be was 
was temporarily ', qu'artered In Guests of . the Americans ' at told · 6f ' a . dance for American 
and around the city 'wlth ' head- lunch' were the Mayor and .Mayor- officers being given ' that night by 
quart41rs at West ·Downs :Sch,ool. ess of Winchester. Alderma!i and a local tennis club. He went..along 

. In casual 'tourist rig, armed .not Mrs. ,C. H. Bones. to 'whom officials , and enjoyed -himself so mud'" that 
with rifles but cameras'witb whicb , of tbe-. 69tb 'yeterans association he d'd not uet to bed unt'! 5 o'clock 
to .. captUJe"· tbe peacef~l English 'expressed , tbe thanks of :'the div~ tbe ! following mOrning.! $mong 
scene" tbe ·.Amei'fcans. some-' witb ision for Jhe fine host>itality spown the dances w.JlSthe LainbetbfWalk .. 
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GIVE US YOUR CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
ESTHER MUSE , wire of JOE MUSE of VINT
ON, VA. which is near Roanoke . writes : 
"Since Joe and I met with you and other 
69'ers in Roanoke last fall I have been 
ill, however, I am on the mend now . We 
are looking for1-1ard to the Reunion in 
Aug. Joe has ~ntacted several of the 
fellows from his Co. and has sent in 
their names and addresses to be added 
to the roster. 
The weather here 1s Just lovely and the 
Spring flowers are just a beautiful 
array of color. I love Spring and 
Summer , the best of the seasons. I am 
sure ail the guests will enjoy this 
part of the country "Vlhen they attend 
the reunion here and I am sure they will 
enjoy the hospitality of our neck of the 
woods too." - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

BY WAY OF EXPLANATION •••• • 
SCHOLARStllf ARMY 

Your Scholarship Committee has been at 
work this year attempting to do some
thing about raising more money to aid 
our sons and daughters that apply for 
the scholarship award each year. Be
fore last year it was an easy task, 
however, more and more want aid each 

. year and it 1dll continue to grow. In 
order that we may perpetuate our fund, 
we have decided to try for a TEN THOU
SAND DOLLAR GOAL IN THE NEXT THREE YRS. 

o NTH ERE U N ION 0 ••• 

Loar QuickIe will be in Roanoke on Aug. 
18th (Thurs) and wil l try to get a 
group of early birds together for an 
early bird dinner. If you are inter
ested, get in touch with Loar. In 
Washington 32 persons accepted thi s 
idea and they all had a ball together . 
We intend to have registration beginn
ing Friday morning at 10 A.M . and last
ing all day and will have someone on 
duty all day on Saturday. Rettlster as 
soon as you get in on Fri. We have to 
know how many vlill be with us for the 
banquet . This is very important to us 
and the hotel . 

SEND IN YOUR RESERVATION TO US TO
DAY •••• USE YELLOW FORM THAT WENT OUT:rN 
BULLETIN PREVIQiISLY: ---~~ . ~-~ 

SEND IN YOUR RESERVATION TO HOTEL 
AND USE THE FORM g~T 6UT BY HO~L 

The board of direotors will meet at 4:00 
P.M. Friday and we are hoping for a 
good turn out. Other members c~n come 
but will not be allowed voting privi
leges. 
A REAL HIGH LIGHT OF OUR REUNION IS AL
WAYS THE BEER PARTY •••• THIS GOES WITH 
YOUR REGISTRATION FEE. DRINK ALL YOU < 

WANT. (Friday Night) 
We hope to have a projector set up-' for 
showing more slides of the "Return to 

We realize that all of you 69'ers could th ~lb To r" D ri th d Y e ~ e u ••••••• u ng e a 
ca~e less about whether you win a comm- and evening. We are planning on having 
ission or not. You can contribute in our dear buddie Murray Zyne lead us in 
any way you "7ant to. We will leave some songs too •••••• (Friday night) 
your name off published reports or 
print it any way you want. Just let us THERE IS TO BE A TEEN-AGER PARTY AND 
know 70ur desires. DANCING FRIDAY NIGHT •••• SO ••••••• COME 

ON YOU GALS AND Fellows, GET ON YOUR 
GENERAL REINHARDT DANCING SHOES AND JOIN THE 69·ers •••• 

Gen. Reinhardt upon being sent a copy of 
the return sheet before it was sent out General Membership meeting on Sat. morn. 
stated he thought it was a good idea to Auxiallary Meeting on Sat. morn. 
stim~late givers to open up. HE BACK-
ED UP HIS REMARKS WHEN HE RECEIVED AN Children's Party on Saturday ••••• 
ADVANCE COpy OF THE LAST BULLETIN BY A possible tour for children and grown 
PROMPTLY MAILING HARRY AUSTIN '0 N E 
HUN D RED DOL L A R S: 

ups ••• 
ALL VIRGINIANS AND NEARBY STATE VETS TO IT IS THE LITTLE BIT YOU CONTRIBUTE 

THAT WILL MAKE OUR FUND GROW AND GROW' MEET ON SAT. AFTERNOON TO FORM A VA. 
• BRANCH OF THE "FIGHTING 69TH" 

Loar QuickIe and Geo. Phillips conceive-
ed an idea of selling shares on a TV SPECIAL! ALL VETS BRING A P~ECE OF OLD 
set to be given at reunion. They sent G.I. CLOTHING TO WEAR. BOB SILBERG WILL 
out 160 books of tickets (IO each) and ENTERTAIN AND PUT ON A PARADE AT THE 
have received more than 200. dollars POOL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING MEMORIAL 
back , Leo McGillen urged this on too. ~ CEREMONY IN FRONT OF HOTEL. 1 PM Sat • 

..... - -- - '" 



PLEASE!!! Our roster chairman, Clarence Marshall, sometimes becomes very much frustrated 
in trying to keep~ _contact with 6gers who move. Would you please relieve this frustration 
by completing the following before you change addresses and forward to: Mr. Clarence Marshall, 
345 Sixth Avenue, New Kensington, Pa. 15068. Thank you. 

Name Address(old) -------------------------------------- -------------------------------------
New Address As of date -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Your President wishes to make the following report: 

In order to facilitate the payment of our $3 . 00 yearly dues, your President peti
tioned the Treasury Department for the issuance of a $3.00 bill . I'm sad to report that this 
petition received a very cool reception. However, the Treasury Department did try to be helpful 
and recommended that since it already prints $2.00 bills that we should reduce our dues to this 
figure. After much thought, this was rejected on the grounds that these bills are usuall y 
found at or near a race track. Since most of our members are not of the horsey set they would 
not, therefore, have access to this supply . After further thought and consideration, we have 
arrived at this simple solution involving some basic arithmetic. Since $3.00 dues and a $2.00 
contribution to our Student Aid Fund totals $5.00, there is no problem. I have been informed 
that the present supply of $5.00 bills is adequate to meet our needs. Why not send one to: 
William Matlach , Treasurer, 19 Barberry Road , West Islip, New York. 

ANOTHER CO£IIPANY J OINS THE RANKS OF Sh'ELLING IVlEMBER3 

HERBERT CALLAWAY, Commanding Officer of F-27 2 sent Loar Quickle a roster of hi s 
company while it was in combat g iving all the men 's add resses and emergency add:' 
resses. Here are some of the reseults of checking them out: 
r1ARTIN A FORREST, (changed name from Ann, Franc is Edmund, Jr., James F'reder-
ADLER) was in YTeapons platoon a nd now ick. Sent no comments. 
lives 204 Pleasant St., Newton Centre, - - - -
Mass. 02159. \,Ilife: Ruth and children : LESLIE P. NcGOVERt'J, 12 Shie lds S t., 
Susan Hope, Lisa Ann, Steven Andrew & Malone, N.Y. 12953, \;Jife: Lorraine; 
Robt. Scott. He is glad to hear from Children: Kevin P. Has been employed 
old gang after these many years and as a rural mail carrier, out of Malne 
hops they can re-establish contact. Re- P.O. Would be very much interested in 
member Capt. Callow'ay wi th pleasure. .J_1eI1.ring from Calloway and other F C JVIen. 
Am nO\l1 in trade of producing travelogues. - - - -
- - - - KENNETH J. HOHE, JR., 7203 Sapphire, 
HARDING NcFADDEN, 410 S.19th Ave., Hum- Jenn ings, Ho. 63136. Hife, Beatrice; 
boldt, Tenn. Wife: Pearline; children Children: Donna 16, Kenneth, 15, Mary 
Russell, 18 & Alan Ray, 11. Father is 14, Linda 13, a nd David 9 ••• Ken is a 
dead and mother is living with him. He bus opera tor for the Bi -S tate and is 
married Aug . '46. Russell is in AP. a small building contractor. 
He desire s to have more information as ___ _ 
he has wondered what happened to his MELVIN E. HARD I N, 866 N. Heml ock, Hcm-
buddies. lock, Mi ch. 4 8626. Wi fe: Louis e; Child-
- - - - ren: Patric i a, Susan and David. He too 
ROBT. P. PAXTON, 858 Ho Franklin St., is a rural mail carrier. 20 yr member 
Shelbyville, Ind. 46176. vlife: CatherinG of VF\{ and a past commander. His wife 
Children: Barbara Jean, 7, Christine, 13 i s also a past president of same and a 
& ItJendy Kay, 5. \.Jorks for Allisons as ~O_YE pember. 
~n_o~t~ide truck driver for 15 yrs. JOHN A. McCORKLK, WIFE: Beth, Children: 
FRANCIS EDf'1UND FOURNIEH, 82 Federal St., Nan, .Steve. He too did not make any 
S 1 r• W"f Ev Ch"ld - ~ Betty comments. ( Keeler Lane, N. Salem, N. Y.) a em, \Jass o l e; -' a; l reLl, _ 
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OUR HATS ARE OFF TO VIRGINIA COMMITTEE 
[-lORE on F-2i2 LOST VETS 

Mrs. Harvey Lenner s iste r of ROGER 
HALLER;V: AI'T, sent alcng a clipping re: 
an auto accident Roger had in 1952. He 
~'TaS s till in the army v.rhen this acc i _ <> 

dent happened. He had re-enlisted in 
the army in 194,9 and Nent to Korea. for 
9 months. He had spent JJ months in 
the Pacific in WW II and 9 months with 
the 69th in Europe. Roger was JJ yrs. 
old vThen the accident took place. He 
died as a result of a skull fracture. 

EARL F. BACHER, 28 Ward St. c Little 
Falls, N. Y. lJJ65 ~ Wife : Mary and son 
Michael •••• No o t her comment. 

HAROLD RAY NUNN, 7 309 Summitt Ave., 
Pl easure Ridge Park, Ky 40258. Wife: 
Isabell & Children: Barbara 20, Morris 
1 8, Patricia 10, David 6 and Mark 5. 
Is employed on a construction line a
bout 14 miles from Louisville, Ky. 
Barbara is in college Nashville, Tenn. 
110rris is working now but is vmi ting 
to be called in service in army. 

Jor-IN A. STANHOPE (Jack ), Nain Road, 
Carmel, Maine. Wife: Elizabeth and 
children: John,Jim, Jeff, Jay, Joel 
Susan, Elaine, Barbara and Rose Mary. 
Works for NYC Railroad between Bangor 
and Vanceboro. Sure looks like anoth
er fin e family. His box number is #28. 

JOHN G. RUHL, 6 Lombard Court, Daven
port, Iowa 528010 Wife: Donna and 
children Marie Terese ( Terri ) . After 
discharge attended and graduated from 
University of Iowa, eventually married 
1952. Has been with Ruhl & Ruhl, a 
Davenport Ins. & Real Estate Co. He 
said I will be in Roanoke. (he is 
right as vIe have his reservation nm'l. 

J1\1\1£3 L. LA\.JHENCE, RD#J, Rocky Mount 
Virginia. Wife: Alice and children: 
James Allen, Deborah Anne. <T immy is 
11 and Debbie 6. Jim is a foreman at 
the E. I Du Pont Co. Martinsville, Va 
Has been there for past 18 yrs. Will' 
see you in Roanlke, Jim •••• 

J. EDHARD PLUHE, 115 Poinsettia, Lake 
Ja~kson~ Texas. Wife: Marjorie and 
chlldren: Mary Ann, Dan, Caranelle and 
De~orah Ruth. If all thes F-272 men 
brlng their children ••••• LOOK OUT!!!!! 

, , 

F-272 CONTINUED: 
WYMAN H. REED, 11J62 W. Dodge Rd., 
Montrose, Mich. Wife: Gladys and child 
ren: Patricia, DaVid, Diane, Bill, 
Donna and Sharon. Donna, Pat and Diana 
are married and there are 6 grandchild
ren. He works at Ternstedt, Flint in 
the skilled trade. 

JOHN WM. O'DONNELL, 607 N. Keller St., 
Winamac, Ind. 46996. Wife: Patricia 
Ann; Children: Judith 20, James R. 19, 
John W., Jr. 22, Geo. Patrick 16 and 
Susan Kay IJ. John Jr. married and is 
a bookkeepter. Judy is married and now 
living in St. Petersburg as ~1rs. Victor 
Heater. Jim is with Army at Ft. Hood, 
Tex. Others in school. John is work
lng as salesman for International 
Harvester, Kewanna, Ind. 

NO\-J, YOU CAN SEE FROM THE LONG LIST OF 
ALL THESE IVIEN FROfi1 F-272 WHAT LYNN 
JOHNSON FROM BLUEFIELD, W. VA. AND 
Herbert Callaway have stirred up. vJe 
have about 5 of them coming to the re
union and before you know it another 
five will sign up. Want to bet? You 
fellows have done a fine job and I do 
hope you keep it up until you have ex
hausted all ways of finding the rest. 

OF BRUCE YOUNG: 
Bruce Young of the 879th FA has been 
coming to reunions from the beginning 
and he has been a member of the board 
for many years too. Every year he 
tries to get others from hts area to 
make it. He has written letters to a11 
the men in his area to get them on the 
band-wagon in attending. Thanks Bruce! 

LOOKS LIKE A TURNOUT FOR 
661St. T.D. Bn ••••••• 

GEO. STRALEY, 209 Prospect Dr., Wilm
ington, Del. 661st TD has been working 
along with a couple of others and are 
trying to get a turnout in Roanoke 
this year. It looks good for their 
efforts. Ralph Bragg requested all 
the 661 names and addresses a nd he too 
is VlTorking on them. Come on felloVlTs 
you are no different from me or others 
I am 271 Regt. others some other out
fit, but 1.'fe were all a part of that 
Fighting 69th •••••• HEY BURR, HOVI ABOUT 
YOU 3HOHING UP IN ROANOKE THIS YEAR. 
BENm,J ACQUAINTANCES \'lITH THE ELBE T. O. 
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NEWS OF NEWLY FOUND MEMBERS 
WHO SAID TRERS W=RE NO FI~LD 

ARTILLERY NEWS ••••• LOOI AT T&I3-
As a result of NI CK UB3A~O, C Bat 879 
locating his old roster and the check
ing out of same the following persons 
have been located. Nick has promised 
to be in Roanoke this year. I beli eve 
he is getting a real bang frorr a ll of 
it all because he is receiving letters 
from many of them. 

ANTHONY F. PASSIO, 801 HcC l ellan St., 
Phila., Pa. 19148. Wife: Gwen; children 
Anthony, Jr. 19 and Gwen 13. No comment 

HARRY H. CAROZZO, Lancaster Fike, Avon
dale, Penna. 1 9311, Wife: Mary Margaret 
Harry came back to raising mushrooms 
and it keeps him busy now that they 
g row' them in the summer too. Harry 
wants some information. He says that 
~e contacted 7 boys in his co. and 
they don't seem to know him as Harry. 
But do remember him as Bill or "I'Ji ld 
Bill. He does not remember. Wil l one 
of you fellows tell him. 

ANGELO De GENNARO, 705 Highland Ave., 
Cannonsburg, Pa. 15317. Wife: Rosann; 
Richard 28 who has two children. Has 
been employed at Pa. Transformer 19 
years. Wants reunion to be held in 
Pittsburgh. Wants any of his buddys to 
stop and see him if ever near. 

ROBT. S. AYLESWORTH, 182 S. Greely Ave. 
Chappaqua, N.Y. Wife: Freda; children; 
Robt. Jr. Linda, John, Patricia & Joan. 
Robt. Sr., is an attorney. 

FRED L. CRANE. 315 Clay St. ,Cedar FalJs : 
rOvia 50613. Wife: Virginia; Children: 
Janet, Michael, Timothy, James, Bruce 
Paul, Tom and Dick. qas been employed 
by the U.S. Post Office in Cedar Falls 
since Jan. '47. He says, "I was very 
happy to receive the letter and hear 
about Nick. I'm always g lad to hear 
about the 69th." His wife had a brain 
hemhorrage and almost was lost. She is 
partially paralyzed and needs constant 
attendance by someone. Has deen love 
for his wife and considers himself very 
lucky. Wants to hear from former bud
dies and wants to be remembered at re
union. I quote: "I won't be in Roanoke 
in person but I'll be there in sDirit." 
FRED, WHAT A WONDEF~UL FAMILY AND YOU 
ARE \1ISHED EVERY HAPPINESS GOD GIVES. 

HILLTAH n. HARR, 931 Hooven Ave., Ham
llton, 0 •• 45215. Wife: Mary; Children: 
Thomas, Elizabeth, William, Jr.& ~dlth. 
Is employed at Procter & Gamble since 
'40. Used to be a member, has not 
heard anything from assoc. for 18 yrs 
qnd has wond8red what happened to men 
in Charley Bat. He & Virginia will make 
every effort to be at reunion. 

DOIJALD HASTERANA, 1403 'Junl{ei th Dr. , Nit!, 
Canton, O. Wife: Anne, and daughter, 
Barbara 17. Works at Republic Steel. 
Has been traveling a lot lately. Has 
looked up old buddies, John Fattresso, 
Ralph La Greco, Camden , N. J. and Bob 
Aylesworth, N.Y. Also Chuck Frieburg, 
Fresno Cal., Joel Akel, Brooklyn and 
Eldon Nussbaum, Dalton, O. Don, if you 
have their correct addresses, send them 
in to us so we can add them to roster. 

BOYD M. SEABS, Box 593, Gloucester, Va. 
Wife: Doris; Children: Marcia,12, Mike 
9 & Karen 4. Capt. in Civil Service Fire 
Dept. with 17 yrs servie. Employed U.S. 
Naval Weapons Station, Yorktown, Va. 

JOHNNY I;JARD HENLEY, fit. #1, Box 7, Hi
wassee, Va. 24347, Wife: Dorothy; Child
ren, DaVis, Wayne, Gayle, Aubrey, Janet 
Danny and Doris. Works at carpentry & 
has wor'{ed at Lynchburg Foundry, Rad
ford, Va. as an overhead crane Opr. Is 
member Methodist Church in Allisonia. 
Children range in age 14 thru 2. 

HERNAN BART NASH, RD .113, Statesville,NC 
Box 266 •.• 28677. Wife: Catherine; Child
ren: Joe Allen, 32 and Shelby Jean, 26. 
Has been Farming and Landscaping. 
. - - -
J AIVJES ALVA MIRACLE, Tins ley-, Ky. 40993. 
ltli fe: Dollie; Children: Frandlynn 19, 
Michael, 6. Was in service until'49. 
Is presently heavy eqUipment mechanic 
and electrician and welder 

Virgil Newman, Mt. Victory, Ky. 42543. 
Wife: Wilma, Larry Gene, son, Deceased. 
Rhonda Fay 10, and Donald 6. He opera
tes a Coal washer for Cumberland River 
Qo~l_CQ at Mt. Victory, Ky. 

ODELL W. ZIMMERMAN, 2349 Moir St.,N.E. 
Roanoke, Va.Wife: Lois. Employed by 
Burlington, Industries, Vinton, Va. 
since the war. Odell, you should have 
no problem of attending reunion. Joe 
Muse a 69'er lives in Vinton. 
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C-879 & F-272 TO SHOW UP IN FORCE 
f.10::'2 ON "C" BATTK~Y , 87 9 ••..•• 

2LDGB J. HlJ,'33BUAl-l (I--roose), Eas t 1I1ain S t 
Dal ton , o. 4461 8 . Wife : Mary; children : 
Judy 18 , Bruce 1 6 a nd David 11. Is a 
tool and Di e ma ke r, has been fore ~an fo r 
9 years . Would be ha ppy to h ear from any 
of the old gang . Would a l s o like the 
latest a ddres ses of a ll the fellows. 

~1rs. jClar,y Lois Ke e ler, wri te s tha t h e r 
h usband ~03N V. KEELER i s deceased. They 
have 9 c hi l d ren: Mike 2 J, Jeff 21, Su e 
19 , John 17, Tom 12, Patty 11, Steve 9 
Amy 5 a nd Joan 4 ••• She says: "John died 
J an. 9 , 1 962 i n Minneapolis. He had been 
wor king for Genera~. Mills since his s e r
v ice day s . He died 8f cere bral hemorrag e 
on 11 ' .. '3 Nay f rom homE' from work. His old
e s t so~ just returned from Viet Nam Jan. 
'66. He served with the 10lst Paratroops 
John I'ras a vwnderful husband and father 
a nd I h ope my children will justify 
h is memory. Best wishes on a happy re
r eunion to all of you. Sincerely." 
Mrs. Keeler, we all wish you the best 
of luck in the world. It sounds like 
you have one wonderful family. 

LAURENCE J. HARDEBECK, 202 N. Park Ave, 
BateSVille, Ind. 4700 6 . Wife: Clara; 
Children Teddy 19, Paul 18, Marilyn 16 
and Mark IJp He is a General Contract
or in mi ll work and carpentry. He says 
he was ve ry happy to learn of the 69th 
reunion and news of Nick Urbano etc. 
He sent a l ong the names and addresses 
of Sam Godfrey, John Mortillaro, Rocco 
Motto and Walter Ross. 

HALTER 1;JARREN ROSS, Box 682, Lake Ci ty , 
Pa. 1 6 42 J. Ha s been manag ing baseball 
for Leg ion a n d is a Scoutmaster for 
Troop 144 Lake City, Pa. Is also a 
Deputy Sheriff of Eri e Co. Says h e i s 
more than g lad to h ear from the old 
gang . Was especially happy to hear a
bout his buddie Nick . He used to drive 
a S emi Truck and Traile r a nd h a s ea t en 
many time s in Freddi e 's Tav e rn. He was 
r e c a lle d in Korean War and spent 2J~ 
mos . t h e r e, came out a H/ Sgt, r e t d . 
He i s tremendously ac t ive in y outh 
Dovements in hi s a r ea . He gave u p a 
polic e chief' s job t o take ove r i n 
scouting . Is leading a group J uly 9th 
to New Me x ••••• 66 boys in a ll. 

NICK URBANO TAKE NOTE ! 
SEE HHAT YOUR ROSTER BROUGHT TO US ~ 

MORE ON F- ?72 REVIVAL 
MI CHAEL SANTOS , 711 S . DEWEY, OKLA. CITY 
OKLA . Wife : Ma~y Ann a nd daughter Marg 
a r e t. Has be e n a chef since leaving 
t he army. Both wife and daughter a re 
Na itresses. 

Em-JARD K. \<J AD.s , Box 202, Rus s ell Spr
i ngs , Ky . 42 6 L~2 . Wife: Elaine and 
Chi ld ren: Terry Russell 1 6 , Teddy 
Lou 10, Rober Alan 18 in college, 
a nd Billy Don. They live on 70 acre 
farm in So. Central Ky. 8 miles from 
bea utiful Cumberland Lake. All boys are 
stout and healthy food choppers, work 
on farm when not in school. Ed has 
,/:rorlced the pas t 11 yrs for Ky. d e pt . of 
hwys. with engineering dept. His wife, 
of course with this family you can 
g uess her job. He Nould love to hear 
from men in his co. especially 3rd 
squad, Jrd P l t. 

FLOYD GILMER, passed away Aug. 5, 1964, 
according to his mother Mabel M. Kropf. 
He has one daughter living in Calif. 
Her name is Lyn. 

ROY ALFRED HUELSEBUSCH, 966 S. Madison, 
La Grange, TEx. 78945. Hife: Jeanette; 
Nancy 10 and Don 4~ are the children. 

CHARLES E. GAUT, 1020 Cedar S t., Knox
ville, Tenn. Hife: Lois, Chi" ldren: 
Dennis, .Randy, Anglia,Deanna and Edw
ard, Jr ••••• Charley would like to know 
where to get a history of t he 69th. On 
our tour of Europe last year, Gen. 
Kenned.y <.i.d-v jsed me of one of our former 
preSidents that had a mess of books 
that were not bound with covers. We 
are out of them now and I don't remem
ber the name of the former preSident. 
Will he write me if any are still avai
l a ble?????PLEASE. Perhaps we can get 
them covered and get some money for the 
s cholarship fund. 

ARTHUR E . ELBERT, 5714 Marmion Line. 
CinCi nnati, O. 45212. Wife: Phyllis a nd 
Jennif e r 9 a nd Amy 11. Employed as a n 
a c c ounta nt with a Chemica l Co. 

rICHARD G. PAHRMAN, Rt. #1, Box 770B, 
Sonora , Calif . 95J70. Wife: Dorothea 
a nd R i char~ 17 , Robert IJ, and Cha rlot
te , 11 . Re Signed from service in '5J 
and i s a partne r in a wholesale con
sign ee f or the Union Oil Co. of Calif. . 
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MORE THAN 350 SIGNED UP TO ATTEND 
WE WILL NOT TAKE THE TI~E TO GIVE YOU 
A BIG TALK OI~ ATTi!;I~DING THE REUNION 
THIS YEAR BUT WILL GIVE YOU THE ADD
ITIONAL NAl"1ES OF RESERVA'rIONS IN A 
FOLLOW-UP OF THOSE THAT APPEAR~) IN 
THE LAST TWO BULLET I NS. IN ADDIT(WN 
I SHOULD LIKE TO QUOTE '''HAT GENERAL 
REINHARDT WROTE IN A GENERAL LETTER 
WRITTEN TO LITERALLY THOUSANDS Of OUH 
VETERANS THAT SERVED 'vi I TH U3 FROiv; 
ACTIVATION IN CAlVIP SHELBY BY GEN. 
CHARLES BOLTE UNTIL THE DE-ACTIVATED 
IN CM1P KILMER, N. J. SEPT. '45. 
.. 
-'. 

I quote : "Gene rally, the purpose of 
the Association will be to keep alive 
the spirit and tradition of our great 
division, distribute news bulletins, 
hold reunions, memorialize our her
oic war dead, help former buddie s in 
distress, help you keep in touch with 
your close buddies, sponsor state or 
regional chapters of 69th Div . Veter
ans, gather all possible information 
concerning fallen buddie s for their 
nearest of kin and to promote a nat
ional awareness of the need for Ade 
quate National Defense. This Assoc. 
will be a NON-PROFIT AND NON-POLITI
CAL organization." 

Gen. Reinhardt envisioned all this 
when he proposed to or~anize a 69th 
Assoc., and would you believe it, 
his desires and advice has been foll
owed all these years. From that 
statement have followed thousands of 
letters, hundreds of meetings and 
hundreds of bull~tins , thousands of 
Christmas cards, thousands of visits 
and many more things not to mention 
them all ••••• - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
WONDERFUL NE1N'S FROrl! A LOVELY LADY 

I quote: "Sorry to be so long in l ett
ing you know how much we a ppre ciate 
your long distance call, inquiring a
bout our accident l ast year e nroute to 
reunion. 

Our son (25 yrs old) who took the call 
was as p18 ased as l'-Te were and had made 
notes of your conversat ion so could tell 
us al l you said. 
I have rebennly made (!hope) the last 
trip to the hospital for plastiC sur
gery on my facial scars. There iss till 
some ques tlon 8,S to 1-1J'hether I'll need 
more brain surgery. Dr. f ears another 

-more on thi.s next column: 
"HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUE;3, MEII1BER? 

THOS :~ HAVING SIGN2:!) UP sn·rCi:': rl':IS LA3';-, 
BULL2TIH APPEAcmD AHI!: : 

ALPHO~S l~ .I. " ,\L" HAAG, D-::2'71, ClIICAGO 
S. J. HELISERA, 724 FA , wife: Gl adys 
JACK KENNEDY, SUS ~~M, Wife Theresa 
anrt children: Denice, Dan, Bobby, 
Kathy and ( Big) Mike. Michiyan 
JOHN G .• BURL, F-272 ( Davenport, 1a. ) 
DON fvlASTERAf.!A, C-879, Canton, Oh i o 
NICHOLAS UR3AN0, C-8?9, 'rRSN'l'OI'J , n . .]. 
GEO. J. ROUP , A269 , ~ife: Franc es 
CLARENCE W. MILSS , Wjfe: Carme l la & 
J teen-age daughters •.• Hqs 724 FA,N.Y • 
CHARLES L. MOORE. E-27l, Wife : 3e r t 

JIM BUIE AND WIFE •••• TALKING 
CY ROCKHOLD- -- Both of H27l - - - - - - - - - - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

NORE ON HRS. l:JORLEY 
blood clot has formed, but said it was 
borderline and we'll let nature take 
its course for a few more weeks. Cour 
se, most of our friends suspected I 
was a borderline c a se! Ha! Worley kno 
ws it! No n eed for me to worry, be 
c a us e I boug ht (what I hope is) a sexy 
blonde wig after they shaved my head 
last fall. (I'm brunette ) Really, I'm 
progressing nicely, but it's a long 
haUl. 
I'm enclOSing our reservation s lip fo~ 
the reunion and God willing, we 'll make 
i t this year. Already have hote l re
servati on confirmed. Th ink we ' d bet
ter wait and pay upon arrival. 
Thanl{s again. for your interest •••. 

Signed: HAE SMITH 
It makes us all feel good again Mrs. 
Smith that everything is go ing to be 
alright . WORLEY K-271) how does it 
feel having a blonde in the middl~ of 
your life after a ll those years with 
a brunette???? 

Til],; Gi',l ITHS ••••••• 
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LETTERS FROM TH~ FIELD 

While we desire to print good things 
' in our bulletin we also want to print 
any criticism that comes our way. We 
must remember that 90 percent of what 
we write up for our bulletin is what 
is said by you members on the dues 
notices, cards, return sheets and 
letters you send in to us. If there 
is more news of one organization than 
another it is because there is more 
interest among that particular orgn. 
The following letter from FRED W. 
JOHNSTON, G-273 will explain what I 
mean. But all you GUYS remember, if 
you don't blow : your horn, no one else 
will do it for you •••••• 

-To Whom it may concern: I have re
ceived a number of bulletins from 
you. I have never seen any news on 
the G (George) Co. 273 which was the 
best and assault co. of the Regt. Look 
up a little history - or - facts. 
you can get them from war dept. at 
Washington, D. C. I and my friend get 
a little sick about the credit the 
under guard are taking for the good 
the 69th did in the WW 2. Let the 
glory go to the boys who dit it." 

Signed: Fred W. Johnston 
Ed. Note! Fred, you are the kind 

lof member we need to attend our reun
'ion with some of your friends. I was 
a member of G-271 and we all think our 
co. was the only one in combat. We 
argue about it with other companies all 
attending the reunions all the time. 
Remember, there were thousands of us 
and hundreds of comp'.' anies, Bns, 
etc. with us. We all worked together 
to make it a cooperative effort. That 
is why we all think we won the war. 
Sincerely, I believe we all were a 
part of it and should all take credit. 
We have been trying to locate your Lt 
Koetzbue for 3 yrs. but either some of 
you members don't cooperate with us or 
he has disappeared from the earth. We 
would like more of JOu to write in 
your thoughts. Kotzbue was last in 
Madison, Wisc. Have written Curt Pet
erson to try and locate him. I under
stand he is now a Colonel . Losr 
~ ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
GEO. H. CAPLE, C. O. of G-273 writes 
he is going to make every effort to be 
in Roanoke in August. Geo. lives in 
101 Sunset Dr., Denton, Md. COME ON YOU 
G-273 Men show up and celebrate too. 
B-2?) alwa,s have a good showing •••• , 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS VOTE 
FUNDS TO AID IN SENDING 

LOAR QurCRLE TO MOSCO; 

LOAR QUICKLE, G-271 and our Reunion 
Chairman was invited to go to Russia 
along with 11 other veterans to visi~ 
Russian veterans for 2 weeks . This 
visit was arranged by the Arms of 
Friendship of Phila. who helped us to 
arrange our tour in E. German7 last yr. 
Each veteran has to pay his own expen
ses. The board felt they would like 
Loar to represent the 69th and in order 
to make it an official visit and to re
the visit of three Soviet veterans that 
came to Princeton in 1965 and was host
ed by the 69th Div. Assoc. The cost of 
the trip to Loar will be a min . of 
1 thousand dollars. All costs will be 
paid by the Soviet Veterans Comm. while 
the veterans are in Russia. The board 
voted Loar a sum of 2 hundred and 50 
dollars to h~lp defray h1s own costs. 
Some of the others making the tr1p are s 
OLIN TEAGUE, Texas congressman; JOHN. 
BATES, interpreter for Eisenhower & 
Marshall Zhukov at Potsdam; SCOTT CAR
PENTER- Astronaut; JACQUELINE COCHRAN , 
Outstanding woman pilot; LOUIS FELDMAN , 
doemwe head of VFW; EDDIE RICKENBACKER 
WW I, flying ace; and 5 others •••• - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ ~ - - - -

HUGH ARNOTT TAKES EXCEPTION 
HUGH ARNOTT, pres. of the West Coast 
Branch of the 69th upon reading of the 
action of the board in voting funds to 
Loar QuickIe wrote Harold starry, Pres., 
tak1ng . exception to the action of the 
board. His opinion was based on the 
faot that we really have to shuffle to 
keep up our work, bulletins, mail, find
ing vets, scholarshIps etc. that we dId 
not have these kind of funds to dole 
out for an individual. He was also 
critical of the return sheet sent out 
to find out how man7 persons were inter
ested in going to the west coast in '67 
for a reunion. His criticism was aimed 
at Sol Rosenblitt for aiming the Rls in 
what he called a biased way. - - - -
Ed. Comments: "Actually Hugh does not 
have the facts. If he had, knowing h~m 
as I do, he would have thought it a good 
idea. One of the things that has helped 
us build up or orgn. has been publicity. 
As an orgn., vets, we must help do our 
share to promote good will with Russian 
vets in person to person contaots. Sol 
had two other persons aid him on RlS. 
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BEHIND THAT WALL 
In the last issue of our bulletin we promised to give yo u more of 
our "Return to the Elbe" Tour of Europe in subsequent issues. So 
here goes on another article written by one of our sustaining 
members, RONALD J. PEDRICK. "Pete" as he is called by his sister 
who is married to JIM HENRY, F-272. Jim's wife too is a lovely 
blonde and goes by the name of "Peaches". Like "Pete", they were 

. a long on our Tour to the Elbe. Back to "Pete" •••••• His home add" 
ress is the same as the Henry ' s who hail from Upland, near Chest
er , Penna. "Pete" is an assistant to the pres ident of Bucknell 
University, Lp.wisburg, Fa . and is director for Development at 
that institution. · In as much as his article is really a speech 
prepared for a luncheon in Lewisburg, names of veterans and other 
members of the tour were purposely left out. Here is what he says 
about the "Fighting 69th" in his letter of transmittal of the 
speech. "Loar, I am tremendously pl eased that you have seen fit 
to keep me on your mailing list . I would very much like to att
end the Reunion this summer; and, i f at all possible, I will do 
so. I thoroughl y enjoyed my association anrl friendships with 
members of the "Fighting "'9th" Inr. m-,." 
Pete has called me on a couple of oc~asions since our return and 
we are fortunate h p. went a l ong. I am sure you will enjoy his 
view of what he calls, "BEHIND THAT WALL" ••••• I will attempt to 
insert names and add touches to his wonderful story and do hODe 
his wonderfully written speech will not be r uined. Here goes: 

BEHIND THAT WALL 

First I must make an apology. I could not i nduce myself to take 
a camera on my trip. So, I will at l east spare you t he boredom 
of any home-movies. I feel that these are deadly things to sit 
through, and, really I cannot see how anyone could enjoy seeing 
beautiful Europe f rom behind t he shutter of a camera , asking 
everyone to look at the "birdie." 

Too, I must sp p.edily admit that this is not to be any kind of a 
white paper on the Berlin Wall. Hr. has asked that 
I give you my impressions of the differences in life in H. Germ
any as compared with that in the Peoples Democratic Republic of 
E. Germany. I am quickly reminded of two observers who went to 
Russia before the turn of the century. One wrote of the ter r i
ble conditions that eXisted , and to ld that most of the peasants 
didn't even have shop." . The other was privi l eged with a former 
trip and was very impressed wit~ the pro~ress the country had 
made, pointing out that over half of the peasants were adequately 
clothed. So you see, one ' s impressions are dependent pretty much 
on one ' s background. I am not a historian; nei~her am I an 
accredited reporter. I did take a delightrul trip through Europe, 
and I am pleased to tell you about so me of my impressions. Pl ease 
r emember that these are things as I saw them. They are not the 
result of a study of postwar Sp.rmany, its progress, nor am I 
privileged to prp.sent you with a historical perspective of a 
previous t r i p. 

I accompanip.d t he ~~ghting 6qth Inf. Div. Assoc . or. its Reunion 
on the Elbe . It was the 20th Anniversary of what was called dur
ing the Second Horld liar - - -The Famous Linkup on the Elbe River 
at Torgau. Thi s was the group of American soldip.rs who met their 
then Russian Compatriots at Torgau. The purpose of our trip was 
to do the same thing agai n. We were to take the same route this 
valiant group of men had traveled 20 yrs. earlier. or course the 
exception this time \Jas that the t rip '.,as for pleasure. And, it 
was, for the most part , at l east an extJ'emely pleasurable trip. 
Unfortunat el y , the part that was the l eas t much fun. is the topic 
of our discussion tonight. I must first tell you of something 
that happened on our first stop inside Germany . We had traveled 
through ~gland, across the North Sea, over wonderful Ho lland 
stopped in Belgium, and then into Germany. As was the custom' 
with a small group of us, we ga thered to sampl e a drink or two 
prior to joining t he l arger group for dinner. Reg ular members of 
this rather select gro up were a retired Colonel and his charming 
wife. ( Such wonderful words for for our beloved Ed -Leary's wife 
Camilla.) ,ie spp.nt a r ather miserable all day bus trip in pouri~g
rain coming from Holland th row::h !lP.Igium into Germany. By the 
cl ose of our tra vel s this day all of us were looking forward to a 
good American drink. So Camilla, or if you prefer, the Col onel's 
lady, ordered , after having d is covf>red that they did have ice, 
gin and ver'l1outh, with a si"h of relief a very dry mart ini 
please. Well, she '{at them, eins , zwri, drei. • ••• Martini. 

West Germany is alive, bustling, growing country which is enjoy
ing, as you know, a tremendous economic E;rowth and recovery_ Its 
people are friend l y , its scenery breathtakingly beautiful, but I 
must stick to the topic of Fast Germany. 

Let me provide somewhat of a historical setting which will give 
us a starting point for any discussion of the two Germanys. The 
time is Mar . 5, 1946. Sir Winston Ch urchill shared a platform in 
Fulton, Mo. with Pres. Truman . This time the grand old man of 
the western democracies would, as he had so often done before, 
leave us a message which would not be soon ·forgotten . Once a_ 
gain he would coin a phrase which would ring true and be remem
bered by those who study history. He said; "From Stettin in the 
Baltic to Treiste in the Adriatic, an iron curtain has descended 
across the continent. Behind that line lie all the capitals of 
the ancient states of Central and Eastern Europe; Warsaw, Berlin, 
Prague, Vienna, Budapest, Belgrade, Bucharest, and Sophia. All 
these famous Cities, and the populations around them lie in what I 
must call the Soviet Sphere." And then he issued the warning 
"What is needed is a settlement and the longer this is delayed, 
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the more difficult it will be and the greater our dangers will 
become." 

Gentlemen, there is indeed an Iron Curtain, and there is in 
fact a Berlin Wall. 

The Berlin .Hall , in its utter ugliness , is the thing which 
caUSeS your first impreSSion of the differance between East and 
West Germany. It is there, it is real, it is guarded, and it is 
much more stable than yo u would imagine. Any Amp!-ican would be 
repulsed by this hideous structure. It is completely foreign to 
our very nature. We are the people who believe so very much in 
freedom, especially personal freedon, that we take it a ltogether 
too much for granted. We even write popular son~s about pers
onal .treedom. Do you rememher "Don I t Fence Me I n", II Gi ve He 
Land, " etc.? f.1y first reaction to the Hall was why these people 
didn ' t do something? Why didn't they tear it clown? Then, your 
own consciousness rapidly reminds you of the Berlin riots of 
1951, when the people were bowl ed over by tanks and shot apart 
by mortars. Their only defense against such weapons were their 
fists, bricks, and a few bats. As you contemplate this whole 
question of freedom , you begin to understand what must be or.e of 
the underlying reasons for some of the ways in which these peo
pl e feel. 

If a man were 50 yrs. of age, I wonder if he knows much about 
freedom, especially personal freedom. There was a world wide de
pression in 1929 - this man we are talking about would have been 
three. Then he must have suffe~er. through Hitler and the Second 
(,arId War. Si nce that day, 20 yrs. ago when fiinston Churchill 
told us a bout the Iron Curtain, this poor man has known nothing 
more than Russian occupation and the cold war . A man would have 
to be over 50 to know anything more than depreSSion , war, occu
pation and domination. So it is no wonder that he seems to par.s
ively accept the consequences he fa ces. 

Back to the Wall. How much of a tragedy is it to these people? 
This Wall which separates the proud German p~ople is a personal 
tragedy to each of them. It separates l oved ones , parents from 
children , rel atives, etc. All along the outer perimeter of this 
hid eous structure you see little crossp.s , bouquets of flowers 
"X" marks the spot for dates of successful and unsuccess"ul ' 
attempts to make a running dash toward this monstrosity , an~ then 
a last leap to scal e the top of this Hall to f ind only a mass of 
barbed wire. 

For four l acerat ing years the pp.opl e of Berlin have been livinr: 
with the wall. They seem to have learned to live "ith"--it , but 
they are not - either East Berliners or Hest Berliners,learning 
to accept it. Berliners resent and hate the wall. Thev see it 
as a symbol and proof of Communist brutality and of fea~ and 
futility. It is a very real and Personal tragedy to each of 
them. It is not something they read aho ut in the newspapers. 
Over four (4) million peopl e have passed through the wall for _ 
personal family visits whenever such visits are per mi t.trxl. Frem 
1948 to Aug. 13, 1961, 2,7000 , C'OO people escaped to freer-om. '-0 
one of the 17 , 000 , 000 East Gerrr.ans ,jailed behind the waI} is 
fooled into believing anything other than that the only purpose 
this hideous barricade serves is to block the peopl e living und 9r 
Communist rule from escaping the Communist yok~. 

Along the Hall there are 225 pillboxes and bunkers , 202 obser
vation tO'Jers, 63 search lir,hts , and 221 dog cages with /, doris in 
each cap,e. But s o ~reat is t he impulse for freedom t hat fli~hts 
continue at awful risks. In the last four yrs., 25,000 East 
Germans (441 in uniform) have dared to risk their liveR to escape, 
They have fled over the wall, under the wall, acroSS mine fields. 
They have fled thro u~h a river on the borner;' in the dark and the 
light of day, und er rifle fire of the border guards, out of high 
~indows by ropes , on foot, on moto~ scooters, tractors , trucks, 
anrl trains. They have even rid~en under automohiles , ~rasping to 
the axles to escape the brutality on the other side of that wall. 
It is regular procedure for every vehicle which crosses t he bor __ 
der to have t.he cOfl'.Dluni st East Ger man police roll out hur;e mi rr
DrS and run them under all vehicl es to check to See if anyoTlp. is 
hitched to the axl e in an attcmpt to escape. 

Yes, this Hall is a r eal personal t ragedy. mentioned previ .. 
ously the " Xl s lt crosses and crucifixes at the spots where some
one has been killed in an attempt t o escape . Too , there are bou
quet s of flowers(fresh); they are not stor e bou~ht flowers ~hich 
grace the gr ave ,sites of thes e coura"eous people "ho tried to es
cape. It i s obvious that these f lowers have been picked by hand, 
carried to the place ~here somP.One had been killed, and placed 
there by the West Germans who feel very sadly that this struct
ure which separates these two peoplc. 

Fast Gennany is easily the worst off of the Russian Communist 
controlled countries. The Russians will not let th pse people for
get the Second World War. There are 2 million peopl e in Fast 
Berlin, but they don ' t even turn on the traffic light,s . There are 
no cars to speak of except th·e Vopo - the cars of the Volkes 
Police, that is, the peoples' police. In Amsterdam you could get 
killed with a bicycle, there are so many, everyone rides a bi 
oycle. Not in East Berlin, They don't even ha ve bicycles . 

There .seemed to be no young people. They must be off in the 
Anny or deported to Russia to work in the factories the RUSSians 
stripped from Eastern Germany piece by piece and hauled back to 
the Soviet Union. There are still bread lines , and in some places 
the meat stol'es are only open once a week. If any of you saw the 
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CBS specia l about li fe alon~ the Volga, inside Russia, you heard 
tha: the patch farms make most of the food th" peopl e eat. Be
f8"o the Seconrl Horld l,jar, the Soviet Un ion, the Communist count
rie= c: Eastern Europe and even continental China were exporters 
·o~ f00-1 : now they are all importers. The large cooperative 
farr.~ ~on l t even produce enough food for their own populations, 
~r,-i ~- -,he previous systems they exported food-stuffs. In t he U. 
S. loss t han 10% of our population is on the rarms. I n the 
Sovi~t Union, they cannot feed themselves even though 50% of its 
enti ce population is Horking t he l and. F;very family must haVe its 
o' .... 'n li tt. le o l ot ami raise its m·m f ood . It is mira culous the a
mount of produce t hat is received f~om these little patch farms. 
It is, I think , typica l of their system that t he l arge farms can
not e'/ en feed the peopl e . 

Our trip into Fast Germany was unique. This was the first 
lar~e group of Am~ricans that the East German peopl es ' democratic 
re,u~li c oermitted to stay over night in Fast Germany . By special 
arr"-. - ,-, ~r.t s with them, they said that we must spend a s much time 
in 7~ :=>:::-._. Germany as we spent in l..Jestern Germany . TI1f'~rp.fore , we 
wero tC.SCE for fo nr da ys and three ni~hts - the same amount of 
tifT.s . " SDent in '.-lest Germany. He left Fast Berlin after a day of 
si~:'" :::;e -'! in;.: ano n ni~ht at their finest hotel Yhere \.Ie were fed , 
0:- . - : ..... :r:ss , liver-balls . The construction of this hotel was 
s': ', ." T return Soon a~ain to Fas t Berlin, I !,.Iould not p.x-
- c." i ,- it st"nriln" . '!he hotel was the best they han to 

0:--':' < :'1er at all compares ',.J ith what Americans or even :,.Jes t-
, , :~"";:1S are accustomed to. The r:on trnst between Fast 3e1:'-

::~ ',r,r ,(;3t gerl i n is striking. The bombed-out buildings are 
5 '," - -,}-.p re as I tolrl 'lO U. Thp. peopl e walk t he streets \.I) t h eyes 
~;~ ~ -: -< :>',~'~i ~nd a vp',:,y stern cmptynp.ss on their races Q Al l the 
:::,; : : '-:"--.5 hav e done is to have t he Fast Ger mans elf!C\n the stre~ts . 
~~: !_ ''; :.~ 3!1 o'Jp.r-simnli fica tion but not mur:h of one . Twnnty yea.rs 
~i." " -'":", f\nc~ later, these people are still suf'fering from the r ava -

0" the Second ,Iorl d Hal'. 

.... -.'J~q lly ·.Je had occasion to seek some social Ii fe while stay
lC .. -- 'c, Sast Germany durinp, our trip. It seeMS that in each city 

,: s '1isi ten , 1,-18 were told where the night clubs were. At 
::.~:i5 seemed :ine , however, when several of us walked down 

'~8P.t to a place lJhich WRS not pointed. out to us to be a 
' ~:'- , ',.;e ',~' e-:e not served . ThiS , naturally, led us to he
. . ,", '-!e '..Je!'p. inr1e~d perMitterl in some pl aces and not ner-

:'-, :t.~~p.rs. ~'! e aid not insist. Unon recei ving service' in 
- , :' "3 ; :l'.?. " =?s b~~R~~ s<"3 \:Il-jnn 1.-10: lJere seekin-'{ to cross t~e horcer \Je 

',':~~ ' ,= ':..:.;1-.:1 t.ha t no ma.tt!?r \Jhat. hacpc-ms , please rio no t Rrgne Hith 
r-.:-, 0 !l utho:itie:=; the:p. . l\'J~n our army rese r'Je o!'fi r.e r s w~re as ked 
~~ c ~ -"'!].'/e 1·/it h the American o f r' ic i nls in ',.Jes t ~ermnny their Army 

" ~"~"/f! !dentificRt ions . 1'h:s WHS no np. jw::;t in cas~ there l..Ja s 
': -,:: - :shap Hha t. e~n~"' ; th e Germans could r. ot use t h e ract that 
t, :,,· .::.:> n~l)p l e '~!erp. .-:o nnected \-lith t.hl"! military in 3.n:v k i nd of 
n ~~ :"':' ,: ~?.n f1::. :" a,'t . Interestini;ly enoufrh, of co urs e , \,Je were told , 
,VO!; !"".1.~: take your cu rneras. But you must as k bp.f ore vou take a 
nicl-':'"'e . I :.! ,:'.n rcr'1'~I!~ber tlJO :"ipe~i('ic thin~s whir:h '..J~ wer e told 
not co photogra r::h . () ne of these was Hi tler ' s bunker and the 
oth e" '..Ja s t hp- Bridr,e at To r gau in Fast Germany . ',./ell, •••• you 
kno',,! .i.t!11~ !"icar, s ; just as soon as you tell thr.m thev can ' t do some
th i~c; - they 'So ahead a nd do it . As a matter of fact , I s hudder
ed -q,: ~ I ' ... '3S a lmnf!t rieaf(mP.d h,v the clicking of Ca[l1flT'a shutters _ 
"" ~' ·r. '"ll:! at the Brid~e at Torgau . (It is interp.sting to note 
t\iF: t ~'Jr~r.'; f:tmi l y had a CH mera a nd some had both movie a nd 35rrrn 
t:;1' ~3 . Others such as Cla r enc e !>IiJ.es ramily inclurling three 
love l ,v dauP.'!: t ers carried five ( 5) cameras . Everyor. e stood some
O:ie c-::t' .... eer. him ano the brid~e find made pretp.nse s of shoeting a 
SQUve-tiLr pjcture in f r ont of the Tor ga u t·:emorial. ~.Je have seen 
so~" 1 of the best p i ct ures e'ler see" of the restored brid"e . Only 
a n9 er can appreciate ~oinp, through it a ll and ma ny ror the 
second time) 

From S%t Berlin we travel ed to Potsda m where the Potsdam A" r ep
ment was sip,lled by the actua r ies in the Second ' .. Ior l d '·Iar . This 
i s the place ,.here President T,..uman to l d Premier Stalin to "go to 
h:l~" or some such thine . The importa nt part about this stop 'Ja s 
tnel~ verSlon of the af(reemp.nt . Naturally, it dif fe red q uite 
substantia lly from our version . No t to bore you with details I 
would j u~ t say that it is no wonder wha t some of those peopl e' 
there t hlnk o f us. Thp.y now tell their s chool children who are 
brou"ht by the, bus l oads of some of the Ame r ican plans , that is _ 
so call ed Amenca n plans for c ut. ti ng up Germa ny a nd to indeed se
~re~ate it Bccoming to races . There was some kinrl of a crflck
pot in the U. S . spout i ng off just as badly as Hitler during the 
Seconrl World ~'Jar , a nd they quote t his gentleman who ts name es
capes me Ht p,reat length to their own peopl e in their attempts to 
propap,andize t,h p.m against us. '!he onl y other thing that I re
member about o ur trip to Pottsdam other than t h e fact that it was 
a beautirul mansion --is the cold plum souo we were served for 
lunch. If you have never eaten co l d plum soup, I don't wish it 
on you at a ll. (Also it is good to note this mansion had been 
made into a comm~reial enterprise, selling souVfmir:::; , restaurant 
~nd muse um. TI,er e was a display of pictures depictin" the crcss
lng and meet.ing of Gen. Frni l F. Reinhardt am the Soviet Gen 
of the, 5<lth Guard Di v •••••• Loa r QUickIe was interviewed by .~ mar. 
who sa1.d he was f~om radio J~oscow before t he proPaganda talk. 
W~en w~ 'Were l eav1ng, he ran out and said something 1 ..... as wrong 
w7th h1.s recorder and would Loar be so kind as to be re-inter
~lewed. Anot? er item of interest abo ut this pl ace i s that t here 
~s one beaut1.ful red star in the court-yard made from bleed ing 

heart annuals. If you can call a red star beauti f ul after liRten 
ing to the speech on the Potsdam Conference.) 

I mus t tell you o f t.he grim and d rea ry exp eri p. nce of vi s i ting 
Buchen'.ald Priso n. Again, no rearling of t hese facts in the newS
paper can quite imp ~ess you the way i n which actually seeing the 
ovens and meat hooks t hat t he Germans us ed to kill s o many mill_ 
ions does. 

You must r emp.!'1ber t hat I was \J i th a P'~oup, some of whom hel ped 
to free Buchen',ald Prison. Th e rilm that '.Je \-Ie~e shown of the 
atrosities "OtPlnit',ed there, a long '.Jith t heir prooagan<lized ver
s ion of what happened at Bucru"'nwald, i s tp.stimony ~nough as t o 
what t he people who come there are told . The Ser ma n Communists 
are made the heroes of Buchemmld . It was not the lJork o~ a lli p.s 
during the war w~ich caused the free i.ng of Ru"hen',alrl Prison. 
Father it was t h p. Communists who lJere impri:::;on ed thp.re who freed 
tae inmates at Buchpm.J'a ld. This '..Ja s ollr f irs t pxperience of see
ing a lot of Russian sol dip. r s . ApparE'n tly· thp.rp. is a l a r ge air
base very c l ose to Buchenwa l d pri son . Je t s 1..Jere in thp. air cons- , 
tant l y, anri Russi.an solrii er-s '..Jpre in t he strc0.ts , r ather , when 
they are on the streets, they '..Jea r their \/eapo ns . .\gain t he 
Germans ha ve not been a llowed to for<;pt . Too, I must tpll you 
that I can sympathize ,.ith I,he Germans \Jho say tha t they did not 
know about the concentration camps . ~'Ip. evrm had one of our buses 
p,et los t on the \-lay to Buchenwa ld Prison, i t is back in t o t~e 
countrysid e and woods so far. If the modes of transpol'tation 
were no better t he n t han t hey a re now, and I am inclined to be
lieve t hat they were pr obably wors e , it \.Ioul d ha ve heen very 
difficult for someone to trave l bac k to that remotp. a r ea to dis
cover a concentration camp. Another thing that hplped t o affi "m 
our strong belief that we were indeed wa tched very closely th e 
' ..... hole time we were in Past Germany , W:iS t h e qui ck Man ner in '..Jhich 
o ur lost bus 1..Jas discovp.red hye. helicopter "escort" . Yes, I be
lieve we '..Jere even fo1101..Jeci hy a h~lir.opter . This is t.o say 
nothing of the fa ct thAt I-Ie had assif'ned to us two ~llidps for 
each bus . One was quickened to the i mprr.s:::;ion t hat one r:uide \.,18.S 

to watch us a nd t he other Ru i ne w~s to watch the other g uide . 

He stayerl i n the beautif'ul '}er mun c i ty o f Lf'i~Zig . The hot,01 
there ,,,as also brand nt1\..J . It :..Jas Rlso not very well const.-:uctP.d. 
The night club in thp. hotel was v('ry, very ""joyahle. They ha(l G 

male vocalist there l..Jho was a rinE" sin~f>r . Fa: us hp. Sa.ne' somp-
of the sonp,s in English. Someone requeste,] that 'w cing Lily 
t1arlene. He tolrl us t hat he '..Jas not pnrr.1itteo t.o sjnl! this song . 
You " ill remember t hat L~l'y J'.a rlcnP. \Jas one of ',he sertilwntal 
favorites of t h e Germa n solrlin:rs duri ng the rirst rmd se('one] 
v.l0rl d ',.Jars . This is j ust another e X?. f1.p l e 0:' the '..Ja ~.' ' ... 'hieh tr.~:::c 
peopl es I livAs are puarned af!'tl.i.n~t any inrlucmces \.Ihich are con
trary t.o t he Communist doct.rinr . As +:'0 the pp.()p l es I S 5tan"l ~J,r~ of 
li ving - I can p,ive ~'0ti '· this pxa .... p l,.... ::!: got a :'ll.ircut , it. l,las 

per f-o r mao by a \-loman , qnr1 it c~st !"'f' 2~¢ . A v~ry 8"1:-:1.11 t eip'"islcr 
set costs $">00. 00. (The lar.i"s "at th"mR~l v es hpaut i ri. l"<l in t.he 
hotel Reauty (",alan whi l e in Lni;;zi.r; . A sharlpo:') and hnir- spt, em,t 
45';. Somnarp. that with :~3 . no in Pri n cnt. ~'m at tho lc;,s por.ul-s.r 
shops to ';S . OO at the more eXDenni 1Jt:! . A. hair - cut 1n Princpt~n js 
~1 ';'7 5 to '12 . 50.) You can if>Ja"ine a p"rsor. ··;1, 0 ~('ts 2h¢ for cutt 
ing a head of hair ~'1Culd not hr:.·.re a VF~ry P.llS~' timr. arIas~inp, 
S,500 . 00 fo r a very small t e levision seL . Th" .shons ar~~ eOmnc.rH 
tivp.ly dr a b, and unexciting . This male sinrT('>r , by the wn.y , visi,t .. 
ed with a g r o up of us aft"'r the show ',.Jas over a nd ~!!v(' one 0:' our 
members a bo t t l e of cognac and a rer:crdinr; :)f soml'! of h:is son '~!) . 

He t old him that ',e thought he was !(OO '~ enollP,h to rlake a rim' 
living in the U. S. A. He told us that he IJould 1 0'!.o to do that , 
however , it " as not posr;ibl~o He said t hat ~e "oul <l 182. '/0 and 
take 'I job in the ',Jest , but could not take his ch il dren or wife 
IJith him, and if h e went, a nd carne back , he '"ould not b" able to 
'Set work because they would boycott him , o r black 1 i st him fl" it 
'..Jere . 

I t old yo u ea rli ~r that the whol p. purposp. of our trin was to ~e
j oin the co un terpart o~ the " Fi~hti.n~ 6Qth " at To r gu u on the "1.be 
River in E'as t Germany . Finally we rear:herl t.he day I,.,'hen \.,'8 \-JQul.:.1 
make the trip from Le i pzig to Torga u. These ~en had ~one frOM 
war memoria l to military cemetary a ll ac~ss Europ~ , retrar:in~ 

their pre vious routeo Our tr ip had had a puroos" . It 'Jas a 
meaningfull and movi ng exper iencp. . By this time '..Je were ron
vinced that the r e is indeed a better way than the r.o!'1m unist, but 
\Je still l ooked forwarn to this opportun ity to meet the Russians. 
He had "ith US the first man across the brid"p. at Tc~ga u, ·..fm • .J!... 
Robertson, nmJ a surgeon in Los Ang p.les. "'Ie a l so ~a1 pict.u~'p.s 
with us of the cereTllony which took place betIJeen Americans and 
the Russians twenty (20) yrs. before, and we were very much look
ing forward to this symbolic re-enactment o~ the friendship which 
had haopened there o 

All of this was in vain. Just be"o"e we arri"~1, ,,,n lJere t ol ri 
that the Russians would not be there, onr policy in Vip.tnam pre
vented their participation. This pro',ed to us morE' than E'vpr that 
the Russian people t.h~mselves arA not even perfTlitteri t ,o travel in 
the countries they themselves control. 

(Cur last word from the $ovid '''eteran ' s Committee was that they 
thought the meeting was a goon idea and they would consider it i n 
a fa'lorable l i l;ht. Loar QuickIe and the Arms of Friendship had 
been in touch with both ~!oscow and the Soviet J'lllbassy in \,ashing
ton o Dr . Robertson had been practically assured that someone 
wo uld be there t o meet us •• •.••• I t was disappointing but not even 
nea r a tra~edy. Everyone enjoyed the wonderful ceremony and the 
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661st TANK DESTROYER Bn. MEMBERS WELCOME 
and the Reunion on The Elbe eve!). though it was a one-sided affair 
from our stand-point. Most veterans will remember the 1945 meet
ing as long as they live. The reliving of that event by those of, 
us returning was just as exciting. How will we ever forget the 
instructions given us by Ruth Koenig, the chief guide, when she 
said in the run dawn courtyard of the castle there: "You will 
not be permitted to take pictures of the bridge, however, you 
may take some of your friends at the monument; you will not be 
permitted to ' roam in the streets on your own. We have guides 
to take you and we must insist on you following each leader. 
So, we will all meet back at the buses at 4:'00 P .H., please be 
on time." She might just as well had said go on your own becalise, 
there were four groups and immediately upon going into the busi
:ness section, they broke up like a farmer sowing a hand full of 
'oats over t he entire city. We could hear shouts from each Fast 
German Guide such as "Follow your Leader"; most of them did but 
they went with the likes of "Bill" Robertson" ••• "Bill " Lilien, 
Ed Leary, and many others who had specific places of interest to 
see before returning to the bus. The youngest of the gUides, a 
very pretty East German girl, practically went frantic trying to 
keep a group together. They ended up in Gasthaus for beer and 
refreshments etc. The poor girl got up off her chair 500 times 
in t hour, saying, " Bitte, we must go now, our IE'.ader will be 
angry". She might j ust as well have joined in with them because 
her words fell on deaf ears ••••• The East German Guides insisted 
on Loar and Bill carrying the large wreath from the bus to the 
monument which was at l east 3/4 of a mil e away. Bill spoke a
bout the 1945 meeting giving his first hand report to all of us. 
He pointed out where he was fired on by the Russians who were a
cross the Elbe. His look-out post was in a window atop one of 
the towers of the castle. Believe it or not, the chips of lime
stone and pocks made by the firing of the Russians are still 
there. We are surely happy Bill is still with us. Also the scar 
or scars of the bridge remain but it has been completely put back 
together. \~hen we began our ceremony, trucks, and many of them, 
began passing. Hany of us thought this was done purposely so the 
many East Germans looking on would not know what was being said. 
Our group reported that many tape recqpders working while groups 
formed to t alk about what was going on . We were told the 'Soviet 
Army was maneUvering in the Area between ' Leipzig and Torgau. If 
that was the case, then they were maneuvering every place we 
w"lOt. They had guards at every bridge, corner and cross-roads. 
We were for ever passing truck loads of Fast German and Russian 
soldiers the four days spent in East Germany. As all of you know~ 
it is about 35 miles from Leipzig to Torgau. Our bus traveled 
about 90 miles to get there. They refused to tqke us through 
Ellenburg. None of us got to visit any of the small towns a_ 
round Leipzig such as Naunhof and others. They were off limits 
to all Americans. The Napoleonic Monument still stands just as 
majestically as it did in 1945. Just as impressive too. The many 
scars have been patched but it is quite evident how well it took 

,the American fire power. 
The most exciting part of visiting Lnipzig was the visit to the 

St . Thomas church where the Germans arranged an organ recital. I 
am quite sure everyone of us enjoyed it thoroughly. Every time 
one of our group l eft the hotel proper, he was followed by some 
member of the Fast German group accompanying us . Besides our 
guides, two to a bus, there was a car full of officials with us 
and another car full awaiting us at each destination. These were 
joined by local officials at every stop. In fairness to these 
people , I would like to add they did everything possible to make 
us comfortable. The food in Leipzig was excellent compared to 
what we rece i ved throughout our tour. I would do it allover a
gain. 'Losr QuickIe , •••••• "') Now back to Ronald Pedricks story: 

Final impressions of the trip are several . I would just like to 
,cite two. Someone commented after having visited F.ast Germany 
that no matter how many politicians got rich from the Harshall 
plan, we certainly should be proud that we helped the people of 
Western Europe recover from the ravages of the Second World liar. 
One man said "I am not going to cheat on my income taxes this yr . 
because living in a democracy is certainly worth it." I doubt that, 
he will r emember that in April when he f iles his income tax, but 
at least that was his comment at that time . I remember three old 
ladies at the Napoleon War Memorial in Leipzig who were shoveling 
cinders. The, youngest of them was probabl y .. in her earl y fifties, 
"and the oldest ' one , I would say, in her middle sixties, but they 
were doing mens ' labor. Another gent leman and I asked if they 
minded having their picture taken. They permitted us to take 
them. After we explained that we were Americans and were visit
ing in East Germany, one of the ladies said, "America ist schoen~ 
Deutschland ist nicht". 'Aml\I'ica is beautiful, Germany is not ' •• ~ 
They also wanted to know if the Russians were paying our expenses. 
Lastly, traveling first class in Europe is not to be compared 
with traveling fi rst class in the U. S. Let me give you a warn
ing. If you decide to make a trip to Europe, you will have a 
wonderf ul time. Please have enough Sense to take your own toilet 
paper. Because if you don't, you will find that just about the 
only thing the stuff they give you there is good for, is shining 
one's shoes. 'It could very easily be used for waxed paper. If 
I had read an account of all that I saw, I would not have be
lieved it. There is a difference between our way of life and 
their way of life. I hope, and I am sure that you would agree 
that our way ~s indeed the best way. SIGNED, RONALD J. PEDRICK 
OOTE! EVERY'ffiING IN PARENTHESIS ARE aJMMENTS OF Loar QuickIe •••• 

'- - - "FIGHTING 69ERS A SPECIAL BREED 
Many persons have joined our organization for one reas . 
or the other but we never really knew why until after 
the Return to the Elbe Tour took place. Some are rela
tives of veterans other just like what we do, with most 
of them paying dues more regularly than the majority of 
our veterans, who have more reason to belong and sup~ 
port our programs, really. 
At this point we have quite a number of the persons who 
participated in the tour, coming to the reunion. They 
call it having a reunion of the Tour members within our 
regUlar reunion. Hhen you come, and we hope you do, 
you will discover l~hat a congenial crowd they can be 
and why the Tour was such a success. Those signed up 
thus far are : The Peter Goldsteins, The Anthony 
Kellers, William Matlachs, Wade L. Johnsons, George 
Phillips, Joseph Wrights, Frederick Dickes, Cy Kennedys 
William Liliens, Arthur Grundys, Ray Fahrner, Harold 
Starrys, Jake Starks, Joseph Stars, Sol Rosenblitts, 
George Shapiros, Herbert Callaways, Murray Zynes, Ralph 
Plugges and Denman H. Ayres, John Moriarty & daughter. 
The above members represent a good cross-section of our 
membership and, they are coming from pretty good dist
ances to attend. 'y 

Already they are writing letters to find out if there 
is to be another tour in 1970, the 25th anniversary of 
the Elbe River Link-up. At least 20 couples have want
ed to reserve for seats. So you know they must have 
had a wonderful time. Perhaps this time, with proper 
planning they can relax more and enjoy more of the 
fel101~ship that was ever las ting on the firs tone. 
In the next bulletin you will read another article that 
exp resses an entirely different view-point on the tour. 
Everyone places different values on what he saw and will 
write from a different angle. The next article was 
written by George Straley of Wilmington, Dela. and the 
66lst Tank Destroyers. 

AS A RESULT OF THE TOUR- -
We have made arrangements to have a red rose bud laid 
on the grave of every 69th Veteran Killed in action, if 
he is still buried in either Henri-Chapelle or the Mar
gratan Cemeteries. The board of directors with pushing 
by Irving Sarafan and George Shapiro and a few others 
that went over there l ast year, ' voted to spend your 
money, the dues, to have this ceremony performed every 
April 25th •••• The board thought this was the most signi
ficant date in our history and deserved to be the day 
our veterans would be so honored. If you were ~Ii th us 
in combat, I am sure you will be extremely proud to lmow 
this is being done this April 25th for the first time. 
If you have a buddy that was killed in action, you can 
find out where he is buried and make this special 
arrangement on your own too. The p:erson to write to i " : 
VAGN G. CALLEN, AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION, 
20 RUE QUENTIN BAUCHART , PARIS 8eme, FRANCE. He will 
make all the arrangements for y'ou. By paying your due l:: 
you will be partiCipating in this wonderful program. \'f. 
anticipate it costing us in the neighborhood of $100 
'each year. 

YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Did yOll ll:T\P-W YO'lr ::'mird. of directors are made up of 
veterans living allover the country. We are constant
ly in touch with them. At the last meeting held in the 
Nassau Inn, Princetor:o-22 of them showed up. The meet
ing there lasted from 1:00 P.I~. Sunday afternoon 'til 
5:30 P.M. Is it any wonder then that your organization 
is a good one and has a wonderful program prOjected for 
you? The affairs we have are not a brainstorm of one 
officer but are suggested by many and thoroughly dis
~ussed before being offered to you. 

READ 'WHAT THE 661 T.D. BN 
IS DOING 

Besides George Straley and Burr Peterson being inter
ested in the 69th Association, we nO~1 have another one 
desiring to tell others about the Reunion in August. 
RALPH W. BRAGG of Chase City, Va. wrote to Tom Maupin, 
our Virginia Chairman and said : "I received,your letter 
concerning the Reun. of the 69th. I am pleased to know 
that this action has been taken, but I was with the 
661st TD Bn. I have been in touch with several of my 
friends that was in B 661 that live as far west as Tex. 
and Kansas, and many in Penna. Are these boys invited. 
I am extremely interested in this meeting and would 
personally contect my friends about the Reunion." 

Ralph it is good to have you interested and , believe me, 
the 66lst was as much of our Division in Combat as any 
rifle ; heavy weapons e tc. Clarence Marshall is going to 
send you an up-to-date roster of all names we have at 
present. It should be much larger and ~Ii th the ones 
JtoU send in, I am sure it will start swelling. 

Page 11 



B~l: ' ON .lIW~3d 
'r 'N ·NO.l3::>NI~d 

a I v d 
3~V1S0d 'S 'n 

'~~o .lI::lO~d·NON 

,. ", ,i" :i ",' '; ';,,' .. ,:·i: ,., .. ,>.;,. I I.e: v 
Vd JNAOrO; 

JAV H31S09 L.Z~ 
N't01S 0 AOH ~r~ 

I ' , 

''o'NN3d 'NOJ.£>NISN3>1 M3N 
3nN3/W HJ.XIS 517£ 

VUf 'zro.TII1.r~088J;C ....... 
NOISIAIQ AHJ.NY.nu H.L69 ONIJaHOU 

F 

NEW CHAPTERS ARE SPROUTING AM, OVER...... . -- ---

On May 13, 196$ Harry G. Aust1n, Jr. s 'nd Clarence Marshall sent out a letter to 
all area P1ttsburghers 1nv1t1ng them t~ attend a meet1ng at the P1ttsburgh H1l
ton for d1nner to explore the 1dea of a West Penna. Branoh of the F1ght1ng 69th 
and discuss the advisability of inviting' the National organ1zation to hold a re
union in P1ttsburgh. ACCORDING TO A LETTER FROM HARRY TODAY~ they formed a new 
WESTERN PENNA. BRANCH OF THE "FIGHTING 6~TH" •••••• J. V. GAMBONE, 281 ORIlLE DR. 
PITTSBURGH WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT. CONGRATULATIONS- J. V. I am sure you will 
live up to the tradit10n set by all other officers of our beloved association. 
We hav8'Jalways thought a branch in Pittsburgh would do very ?lell and · now we 
know it. GAMBONE's first name is J1m and he served with 769 Ord. At th1s point 
they have already put in their bid for the 1967 reun1on. If ~e do not get e
nough response to the questiona1rre sent out in the last bulle tin , 1t looks like 
they have a new born B A B Y on their hands. The 1967 reunion site ~s not been 
resolved as yet. 

The picture below shows a most 
handsome couple, Harry G. Austin and wife Roseann. 

They are hard at work 
at Registration desk 1n 
Harr1sburg 1965.... . 
P1cture at right shows 
what good company our 
membersh1p cha1rman, 
Clarence Marshall keeps, 
She 1s Bert Moore, w1fe 
and a lovely one too, 
of gen1kl Charley Moore 
of E-271.~ ••••• P1ease 
note Roseann doing all 
the work whil Harry talks. 


